Leighton Buzzard Hockey Club
Match Reports: 18th February 2012
Leighton Buzzard Ladies 1st XI – No game – matches again from next weekend
Leighton Buzzard Ladies 2nd XI – No game- two matches next weekend (Saturday and Sunday)
Leighton Buzzard Ladies 3rd XI – 2
Hertford Ladies H.C – 1

The first half saw the visitors, Hertford maintain most of the possession and pushed Leighton’s midfield into defence. Leighton stayed strong and made the most of ball when they had it. One chance they had saw the team push through Hertford’s midfield and allowed Siobhan Hennessey to score a deflection goal putting Leighton ahead towards the end of the half. Hertford responded quickly and accurately, weaving through Leighton’s defence and ensure the score line was even once again. 

In the second half, Leighton kept their heads and spirits high, which showed as it was Leighton that kept possession, meaning play was held in Hertford’s half of the pitch and gave Siobhan Hennessey another opportunity to find the backboard. Hertford could not dissect   Leighton’s play and were unable to find the equaliser. Moja Player of the Match was Andi Chandler for her constant effort and persistence with tackling.   

Leighton Buzzard Men’s 1st XI- 7
Workingham Men’s 2nd XI - 5 

After an extended winter break Leighton Buzzard 1st XI were back in action against Wokingham. As the home side, Leighton got off to a blistering start with four goals coming in the first ten minutes. Tom Lakins slotted in the first followed by scrappy goals claimed by Mark Stephenson and James Lee. The fourth goal was a screamer by debutant Steve Trivet and it looked like Leighton were going to run away with it. Unfortunately just before half time Wokingham finally woke up and pulled two goals back to make it 4-2.

The second hand was end to end stuff with both teams exploiting some tired looking defensive play. Wokingham came close to drawing level  on two occasions,  but some quality finishing from Nick Marshall and Dave Fry saw Leighton Buzzard run out 7-5 victors

Leighton Buzzard Men’s 2rd XI – 3
Slough 3rd XI - 2

Leighton got away with the first goal with a joint effort from David Jackson and Damian Glendenning. Slough hit back with a deflection goal and forced Leighton to step up their game. David Jackson came back with vengeance scoring a reverse strike but Slough responded yet again with a strike from the top of the D. After a good team performance, and some slick passing up front, the ball fell to Marc Scott who with help from Eddie Stopford, gave Leighton the winning goal. 

Moja Man Of The Match: - Reece Cooke
Leighton Buzzard Fledglings- 5

Tring Men’s 4th XI- 2

After a few weeks off, The Fledglings took a few minutes to adjust to match pace, however, The Fledglings scored first through Ben Smith, and this settled the team into the game. 
Tring were also slow off the mark, but scored an equilising goal within 10minute putting the pressure back onto Leighton. Tring side showed a more consistent quality and soon were 2-1 up via a penalty corner. Leighton were able to reply with a equalising goal of their own, again from Ben Smith just before the break.

In the second half, both teams were very much equal and it was only through a robust team defensive performance, especially by Moja Man of the Match Will Giltrow that prevented Tring from scoring once more. The Fledglings continued playing their progressive possession hockey and this allowed Tristan Hardy scored. This inspired thee Fledglings to push on and further goals from Hugh Britt and Stuart Retford sealed a hard fought and determined display.
Next week sees The Fledglings in a home fixture against Eastcote 8th XI next Saturday at Vandyke School 3.30pm.

