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Celebrating 100 Years of Hockey
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ClubsFirst  is England Hockey’s mechanism to provide a seal of approval to those clubs that have demonstrated they are fit for purpose and adhere to a minimum operating standard. Clubs achieving the accreditation will be recognised nationally as providing a ‘safe, effective and child friendly’ club environment. 

Leighton Buzzard Hockey Club has always strived to provide such an environment and is therefore committed to gaining the hockey governing body’s endorsement by achieving the ClubsFirst accreditation.

LBHC is committed to creating and maintaining a safe and positive environment for all young people involved in hockey. It accepts its responsibility to help safeguard the welfare of all young people and protect them from poor practice abuse and bullying. As part of this process the club has 
· Appointed a Welfare Officer 
· Adopted codes of conduct for

· Coaches/Officials/Volunteers

· Parents/Carers

· Junior Players

Up to date copies of all these documents can be found on our website www.lbhc.org.uk under ‘LBHC Documents’.
Welfare Officer
The role of our welfare officer is to promote good practise within the club and to be the first point of contact for young players, parents/carers and coaches and volunteers where concerns about welfare, poor practice or child abuse are identified. 
Our Welfare Officer is Sally Retford and she can be contacted on 07762 563503 

email usandthekids@sky.com
Code of Conduct for parents/carers 

Leighton Buzzard Hockey Club wants young players to enjoy hockey in an environment that is not stressful or hostile. Parents should remember that children develop at different rates, both physically and mentally, and should therefore be allowed to progress at their own pace and according to their ability. If you give encouragement and support, your child is more likely to enjoy their sport. 

To achieve this, we would like you to adopt the following Code of Conduct:

· Encourage your child to learn the rules and play within them.

· Discourage unfair play and arguing with officials.

· Help your child to recognise good performance, not just results.

· Never force your child to take part in sport.

· Set a good example - recognise fair play, applaud good performances.

· Never punish or belittle a child for losing or making mistakes.

· Publicly accept officials’ judgements.

· Support your child’s involvement and help them to enjoy their sport.

· Use correct and proper language at all times.

· Do not shout at your child, or criticise their play.

· Speak to your child’s coach or manager if you wish to take photos of your child whilst playing or training. 
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Code of Conduct for Junior players 

When you play any sport, it is important that you work well together with your team mates and enjoy playing. The following will help you to get the most out of your sport.

· Show good sportsmanship at all times. Bad language or poor behaviour towards other children, or adults, will not be tolerated. 

·  Play within the rules of the game and respect officials and their decisions. 

· Arrive for games at the agreed time. Inform your team manager/coach if you are going to be late.  

· Let your team manager /coach know if you are not available for a match as soon as possible. 

· Wear suitable clothing and correct kit for matches. Club kit: yellow shirts, black skirt/skort/shorts for girls, black shorts for boys and yellow socks. 

· Wear shin pads during all games and training sessions for safety reasons. Mouth guards are also recommended to be used during all training sessions and matches. 

· Do not chew gum, wear jewellery or wear a hat with a peak (e.g.baseball cap) while playing or training - it is dangerous, and you could injure yourself or another player.

· Junior members are not allowed to smoke, drink alcohol, or take drugs while playing for, training with or in any way representing the Club.

· After playing, wait at the pitch to be collected, unless your parents/carers have given written permission for you to go home alone.

· If you have concerns about any coaches behaviour, or the behaviour of other children or adults related to Leighton Buzzard Hockey Club speak in confidence to the Club’s Welfare Officer.

TESCO SPORT VOUCHER
[image: image5.wmf]Massive thank you to everyone who helped us collect ‘Tesco vouchers for sport’, in previous years. 

Tesco have changed the system this year combining Sports vouchers and Computer vouchers into one voucher ‘Tesco for Schools and Clubs’

The club will be collecting these vouchers, available in store from Monday 2nd March until Sunday 7th June, all voucher donations would be greatly appreciated.

Shortly after June 7th the vouchers need to be sent to Tesco and an order placed. The vouchers have to be sent in one single submission, we can not send in multiple groups of vouchers, so I would be very grateful if you could send me your last vouchers no later than Friday 12th June.
Please send to Jane Scott: Wagtails, High Street, Eggington, Beds. LU7 9PQ. Any problems please call me on 01525 211299.
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Leighton Buzzard Tournament Sunday 15th March
U11 mixed 9am until 12:30pm. 

Apologies to those age groups not included for whom there will be no training this day. Particular apologies to the U13s who would normally be part of our tournament. Sadly, this year County commitments across Beds, Bucks and Herts have conspired against us leaving other clubs unable to raise teams for our tournament. As a result we have had to cancel U13s this year.

This event has become very popular with participants for two main reasons, firstly our fantastic hospitality, made possible by all you wonderful volunteers, who provide home baking and volunteer to man the refreshments. I hope this year will be no different! Volunteers please contact Michelle Plummer on 01525 211195 or email michelle@plummer1.demon.co.uk
Secondly our outstanding Junior and Senior umpires, who officiate throughout the day, please put this date in your diaries.

END OF SEASON CELEBRATIONS Sunday 5th April
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The season will end on Sunday 5th April with our Junior Awards presentation followed by the ever popular Kids v Parents Hockey match.
Presentation of the awards will start at 9:30am on the Astro Pitch at Vandyke. Please could we ask that you arrive at 9:20am so we can start promptly, to ensure maximum playing time for Kids v Parents matches which will follow the awards ceremony.

For the matches we ask that Juniors are accompanied by a parent prepared to play. Parents please wear trainers or astros and we would recommend you wear shin pads.  
The games are scheduled to go on until 11:30 am to allow time for the awards but parents are welcome to leave earlier at your convenience. Entry £2 per child. Accompanied adults free!
Summer League

Dates have yet to be finalised, but it takes place from the end of May through to July on a Thursday night. The teams are mixed, both male and female and also ability from 1st  team players to 5th team players. It is a fun event and the club welcomes juniors who have played in senior games or wish to start playing senior hockey next season. Juniors are allocated to a team at the beginning by the Summer League organiser. 

If you wish to take part this year please visit our website www.lbhc.org.uk where details of how to enter will soon be posted.

PARENTS PLEASE TELLS US……


…. what you think about what we could do to improve and make the hockey (even) more enjoyable for everyone. Please speak with Paul or any of the coaches with your suggestions. 

Please Help….Next season we are looking for volunteers to help with the organisational aspects of teams. if you would like to help in any way please contact Paul Plummer. 

Call Paul Plummer on 01525-211195 or e-mail: paul.plummer@networkrail.co.uk
	Last Remaining Fixtures
	
	

	Date
	Where
	Start Time
	Event

	Mar 15th
	Home
	9:00 – 12:30
	LBHC Tournament U11 Mixed

	
	
	
	NO training for other age groups

	Mar 29th
	Tring
	9:00 – 11:00
	U10 Mixed Friendly

	Mar 29th
	Bedford
	
	U15 Friendlies TO BE CONFIRMED

	Apr 5th
	
	
	LAST SESSION 

	
	Home
	9:30-11:30
	Junior Awards followed by Kids v Parents Match 

	Apr 26th
	Milton Keynes
	
	Milton Keynes Tournament Entry to be confirmed

	
	
	
	

	Sep 6th
	
	
	Junior Training begins for 2009-10 Season


Next Season, 2009 - 2010 Starts – Sunday 6th September 9.30 until 11am  
Junior Buzzards 


End of Season Newsletter 


March 2009


Website www.lbhc.org.uk
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Pleaes Ensure your Child has read the Players Code of Conduct.
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